
The Gospel in Galatians



7 Gospel Realities:

Delivered by Christ (1:3–5)
Justified in Christ (2:15–16)

Crucified with Christ (2:19–20)
Baptized into Christ (3:27–29)

Adopted in Christ (4:4–7)
Conformed to Christ (4:20)

Indebted to Christ (5:24)



3:2–5, 14; 4:6, 29;
5:5, 16, 17, 18, 22, 25; 6:8



“[We believe] in the Holy Spirit, the Lord 
and life-giver, who proceeds from the 

Father, who is worshipped and glorified 
together with the Father and Son …”

The Creed of Constantinople (381)



By sharing the Spirit with us, the Father 
and the Son share their love, life, and 

fellowship.



“It is to your advantage that I go away, 
for if I do not go away, the Helper will 
not come to you. But if I go, I will send 

him to you” (Jn. 16:7).



“It is far better for us that Christ should 
be in heaven than with us upon earth.”

Thomas Manton



The Text



-1-
There’s a self-desiring principle

called the flesh (5:16).



The flesh is fallen human nature – that 
which is oriented towards self-love, self-

autonomy, self-sufficiency, and self-
gratification. 



-2-
There’s a God-desiring principle

called the Spirit (5:16). 



The Holy Spirit illumines our minds so 
that we see God’s will and He inclines 
our hearts so that we desire God’s will. 



-3-
We’re still susceptible

to the flesh (5:16).



We’re renewed in part.



-4-
The Spirit and the flesh
oppose each other (5:17).



The Spirit and the flesh (the two 
principles) are mixed in us – in our 

minds, affections, and wills. 



There are two semi-intact
motivational systems within us:

love of God
love of self



-5-
We must walk by the Spirit (5:16).



-6-
When we walk by the Spirit, we subdue 

the desires of the flesh (5:16).



The Works of the Flesh



The Works of the Spirit



-7-
The law can’t produce

this fruit (5:23).



A Gospel Reality:

“Indebted to Christ”
(5:24)



-1-
We belong to Christ (5:24)



-2-
We have crucified the flesh with its 

passions and desires (5:24)



The key to the Christian life is (1) 
believing that Christ was crucified for me, 

(2) believing that I have been crucified 
with Christ, (3) seeing myself hanging on 

the cross, and (4) living accordingly. 



-3-
Since we live by the Spirit, by the Spirit 

let us also walk (5:25)



Living by the Spirit is the root 
(indicative)

Walking by the Spirit is the fruit 
(imperative)



The Holy Spirit reproduces the perfect 
dispositional drives of Christ’s human 

nature at our motivational centre.



-4-
Let us not become conceited (5:25)



A superiority complex
“Why isn’t he like me?”

Impatience when frustrated
Defensiveness when criticized

The result:
“provoking one another”



An inferiority complex
“Why aren’t I like him?”

Criticism of others
Avoidance of others

The result:
“envying one another”



Pastoral Counsel



-1-
True spirituality is manifesting

the fruit of the Spirit. 





-2-
We ought to examine ourselves in the 

light of the fruit of the Spirit. 





-3-
The fruit of the Spirit pushes out the 

works of the flesh.





-4-
We see the full and perfect manifestation 

of the fruit of the Spirit in Christ. 



Love

“And walk in love, as Christ loved us 
and gave himself up for us, a fragrant 

offering and sacrifice to God” (Eph. 5:2).



Joy

“These things I have spoken to you, that 
my joy may be in you, and that your joy 

may be full” (John 15:11).



Peace

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give 
to you. Not as the world gives do I give 

to you” (John 14:27).



Patience

“But I received mercy for this reason, 
that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ 
might display his perfect patience as an 
example to those who were to believe in 

him for eternal life” (1 Tim. 1:16).



Kindness

“But when the goodness and loving 
kindness of God our Saviour appeared, 
he saved us, not because of works done 
by us in righteousness, but according to 

his own mercy” (Titus. 3:4–5).



Goodness

“But when the goodness and loving 
kindness of God our Saviour appeared, 
he saved us, not because of works done 
by us in righteousness, but according to 

his own mercy” (Titus. 3:4–5).



Faithfulness

”Consider Jesus, the apostle and high 
priest of our confession, who was 

faithful to him who appointed him” 
(Heb. 3:1–2).



Gentleness

“Come to me, all who labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 

Take my yoke upon you, and learn from 
me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls” 

(Matt. 11:28–29).



Self-control

“When he was reviled, he did not revile 
in return; when he suffered, he did not 

threaten, but continued entrusting 
himself to him who judges justly”

(1 Peter 2:23).



-5-
Spiritual power for change comes from 

filling our mind, and acting in 
accordance, with our identity in Christ.



7 Gospel Realities:

Delivered by Christ (1:3–5)
Justified in Christ (2:15–16)

Crucified with Christ (2:19–20)
Baptized into Christ (3:27–29)

Adopted in Christ (4:4–7)
Conformed to Christ (4:20)

Indebted to Christ (5:24)


