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SOME SAY THE university years are the best years 
of your life. That makes them sound easy — and 
they’re definitely not. They are the years when faith 
starts to matter more, and you take your first steps 
towards your career and who you will become. 

When you look ahead, you can see adventure and 
opportunity on one hand — and a broken world on the 
other. How do those things fit together? The answer 
begins with the truth that Jesus is king over all of it. 

At Redeemer University, you’ll have time to learn 
and prepare but also to experiment and explore. It’s 
where your faith and future come together so you’re 
ready for the road ahead. 

Down that road, you might look back and say that 
these were the best years of your life. And you’ll 
remember there were ups and downs, but that going 
there was the best thing you did to get ready.

READY FOR WHAT? ANYTHING.
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Recently I saw a quote on Facebook 
that said something to the effect of,  
“I wish Christians would stop sitting 
at tables that Jesus would overturn.” 

This commentator was likely referring to the 
incident when Jesus tossed the tables in the 
temple courtyard (Matthew 21:12–14). It may 
also refer to Christians getting too comfortable 
within our society and not standing up against 
the sin that surrounds us. My gut reaction was 
to respond in the comments with, “I wish 
Christians would stop overturning tables 
where Jesus would sit down.” I have the sense 
that for too long, we – as followers of Christ 
– have defined ourselves by what we are 
against and not what we are for. The people 
who most often angered Jesus were the religious 

leaders who used religion for their own gain, feeding their pride 
and their bank accounts in the name of God. But let’s read what 
Jesus did immediately after tossing the tables of the money- 
changers (who made exorbitant profits exchanging currencies in 
the temple):

And Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who sold 
and bought in the temple, and he overturned the tables of 
the money-changers and the seats of those who sold pigeons. 
He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a 
house of prayer,’ but you make it a den of robbers.”

And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple, 
and he healed them (Matthew 21:12–14 esv). 

Jesus immediately began receiving those who were outcasts or 
marginalized in society and ministered to them. 

In Jesus’ parable of the Great Banquet (Luke 14:12–24), we 
again see that the One we call “King” has a heart for the down-
trodden. In fact, this parable suggests we may be surprised at the 
unlikely people who will ultimately share the table with the King. 

There is no mistaking that Jesus sets a big table where he 
welcomes the hurting, scorned and rejected. 

Part of our efforts at MBC to fulfill our mission of growing 
resilient, biblically rooted families is to identify opportunities 
where we can minister to the “the least of these” in Jesus’ name 
(Matthew 25:31–40). 

In this issue of Resilient, we will introduce you to some of the 
opportunities we have already identified. We invite you and your 
families to join us on this journey of setting a big table for all 
those who would come and eat with us, especially those who are 
experiencing deep hurts or are feeling marginalized. As we share 
experiences together, we will enjoy introducing all who will listen 
to our Saviour and Redeemer, Jesus Christ.
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There is no 
mistaking 
that Jesus 
sets a big 
table where 
he welcomes 
the hurting, 
scorned and 
rejected. 

DOWNLOAD  
THE MBC APP
Search the 

app store at Apple, 
Google Play or 
Amazon or scan  
QR code.

CONNECT WITH MBC

This QR code will 
take you to the 
MBC website.
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I belong to the social media 
generation.

As a follower of Jesus, I’m 
called to listen carefully to 

what the Bible says. It is the one 
place we can all read and under-
stand God’s instruction for how 
to live our lives in the face of 
hard questions; to dig deep and 
understand what God is asking 
us to do. And yet, my social 
media generation seems to be 
quite good at seeking instruction 
elsewhere.

Instead of deep dives into 
Scripture, we look for quips and 
quotes that seem catchy and true 
without really questioning 
where they came from. I see 
them often on Facebook and 
Instagram, and I would likely 
see them on TikTok too, if I had 
an account. I understand where 

A BIGGER 
TABLE
By Luke LaRocque

THEME PASSAGE

MATTHEW 25:34–41

“Then the King will say to those on his right, 
‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world. For I was hungry and 
you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed 
me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick 
and you visited me, I was in prison and you 
came to me.’ Then the righteous will answer 
him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry 
and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 
And when did we see you a stranger and 
welcome you, or naked and clothe you? And 
when did we see you sick or in prison and visit 
you?’ And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I 
say to you, as you did it to one of the least of 
these my brothers, you did it to me.’”

Instead  
of deep 
dives into 
Scripture, 
we look for 
quips and 
quotes that 
seem catchy 
and true.

THEME
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this comes from: it’s easy to 
remember snappy comebacks 
and shutdown lines. It’s easy to 
yell (or tweet) a hashtag-able 
slogan that makes the other side 
feel insignificant.

With this in mind, the irony 
isn’t lost on me that the title of 
this Resilient issue, “a bigger 
table,” isn’t itself a quote from 
Scripture, but comes from an 
anonymous catchphrase used to 
encourage generosity in others:

If you have more than you 
need, build a bigger table 
– not a higher fence.

The phrase captures so much 
of how we feel at Muskoka 
Bible Centre these days. We are 
blessed beyond what could be 
reasonably expected and we are 
grateful to be in a position to 
look forward to how we can 
expand our ministry in the 
future. Over the last year, God 
has completely eliminated the 
financial debt that MBC 
incurred in the past. Despite the 
pandemic, our guest numbers 
are climbing. We have consistent 
and increasing reports of satis-
faction from the guests who stay 
with us. Our staff team is grow-
ing. We’re planning new pro-
grams and capital updates. 
These are all incredible, 
God-given gifts, which mean we 
can just sit back and enjoy the 
benefits… right? Wrong.

Despite all this success, our 
staff meetings at MBC are filled 
with questions about the future. 
They aren’t simple questions 
either, but more like questions 
that challenge the core of why 
we exist: What does a resilient, 
biblically-rooted family look 
like? How can we continue to 
grow and build more opportuni-
ties for investing in the kingdom 
of God? Do we keep doing what 

looks like it’s working well, or 
should we push further into 
spaces that aren’t traditional 
ground for MBC? 

In short, we’re not looking to 
protect what we already ‘have’ 
and preserve it nicely for those 
who already know about MBC.
We’re looking to build a bigger 
table.

As we consider how to make 
all this happen, the answers to 
the questions above are found 
not in pithy social media quotes, 
but in the Word of God.

Above all, keep loving one 
another earnestly, since 
love covers a multitude of 
sins. Show hospitality to 
one another without 
grumbling (1 Peter 4:8–9).

Based on the passage in 
1 Peter above, it’s clear that we 
need to continue seeking ways 
to be hospitable in a world that 
is growing more and more angry 
and cold. We need to open our 
doors and make sure that we 
demonstrate the love of Jesus 
earnestly and not out of fear of 

the world. We must be open to 
hard questions and concerns, 
and, to paraphrase 1 Peter 3:15, 
be ready to give an answer for 
the reason we have our heavenly 
hope, with gentleness and 
respect. In a world that is 
focused more on being “right” 
at all costs, imagine what it 
could look like to listen carefully 
to each other! I believe that it 
would be a revolutionary change 
in the way the church presents 
itself to the world, and it would 
get the attention of those who 
have ignored the call of Christ.

To my point: just recently, the 
Supreme Court of the United 
States has overturned decades of 
precedent and nullified the Roe 
vs. Wade decision. It’s a massive 
change in the way things have 
been operating, and while many 
of us (rightly) rejoice about the 
decision, there are many people 
who are fearful and angry. How 
can we change hearts? By loving 
each other earnestly. A pastor 
recently said, in the midst of 
changing abortion laws, the 
greatest thing the church could 
do is to empty every foster and 
adoption system we know of 
and place those children in 
Christian homes. That would 
undoubtedly show the world 
where our hearts are placed. 

On top of the hospitality and 
love that we must show the 
world, we must listen to each 
other, especially those with 
whom we don’t agree. To do 
that, we must first listen to God. 
Here’s what He has to say in 
Isaiah about the type of commu-
nity He wants to see:

“Is not this the kind of 
fasting I have chosen:

to loose the chains of 
injustice and untie the 
cords of the yoke,

to set the oppressed free

We must 
listen to 
each other, 
especially 
those with 
whom we 
don’t agree.
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 and break every yoke?
Is it not to share your food 

with the hungry and to 
provide the poor wan-
derer with shelter – 

when you see the naked, to 
clothe them, and not to 
turn away from your 
own flesh and blood?

(Isaiah 58:6–7 niv)

As we emerge from the last 
few years of confusion, pain and 
hurt, we have an opportunity to 
reset the way we treat each other. 
Not vainly pretending to care for 
one another, but to truly listen, 
love and care for the needs of 
our brothers and sisters.

With all the blessings that 
God has shown to MBC, we 
want to be a place that shows 
His love to others, as outlined in 
the passage from Isaiah. We are 
looking to loosen the chains of 
injustice by introducing renewed 
retreats and new programs that 
help parents who are grieving, 
foster families in need and host 
conversations about today’s 
toughest topics. We want to 
“break the yoke” for hundreds 
of young people through our 
revamped Widjiitiwin program 
next year – not just hosting 
them for a week in the summer, 
but by blessing them (and their 
families) all year round.

When we invite people to our 
bigger table, it can look messy. 
We might see people we didn’t 
expect or think would show up 
– and that’s okay! We are not 
called to judge others in place 
of God – He’s the only One 
who is in charge of that. Our 
job is to simply set the table, as 

big as we can, and 
then let God do the 
work.

Luke LaRocque is MBC’s 
Director of Ministry.

MBC RECOMMENDS

TOP 10 BOOKS  
TO HELP YOU MAKE YOUR TABLE BIGGER

The Ministry 
of Ordinary 
Places
By Shannan 
Martin
Thomas Nelson 
(2018) 
240 pages 
978-0718077488

The Simplest 
Way to Change 
the World
By Dustin Willis & 
Brandon Clements
Moody (2017) 
176 pages 
978-0802414977

The Turquoise 
Table
By Kristin Schell
Thomas Nelson 
(2017) 
224 pages 
978-0718095581

Simple Secrets 
to a Beautiful 
Home
By Emilie Barnes
Harvest House 
(2004) 
160 pages 
978-0736909693

Extraordinary 
Hospitality 
(for Ordinary 
People)
By Carolyn Lacey
The Good Book 
Company (2021) 
128 pages 
978-1784985745

The Gospel 
Comes with a 
House Key
By Rosaria 
Butterfield
Crossway (2018) 
240 pages 
978-1433557866

You Bring the 
Confetti, God 
Brings the Joy
By Luci Swindoll
Thomas Nelson 
(2008) 
172 pages 
978-1400277926

Just Open the 
Door
By Jen Schmidt
B&H (2018) 
224 pages 
978-1433643071

Making Room
By Christine D. 
Pohl
Eerdmans (1999) 
205 pages 
978-0802844316

Hospitality as 
Holiness
By Luke 
Bretherton
Routledge (2010) 
226 pages 
978-1409403494

We love good books, and we’ve asked our MBC Bookstore Manager, Wanda Fitzell, to 
help us with a Top Ten list of books that can help you be more hospitable to your friends, 
neighbours and community - to get you started building a bigger table yourself!  If you’re 
interested in any of these books, let us know at bookstore@muskokabible.com, and 
support MBC’s mission by purchasing a book through us!

When we 
invite  
people to 
our bigger 
table, it can 
look messy. 
We might 
see people 
we didn’t 
expect or 
think would 
show up.
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As MBC launches the new Widjiitiwin 
program this fall, we are excited to work 
with several partner groups who will help 
make our Widjiitiwin vision a reality. 
Kevin Motiram is one of the staff at 
Emmanuel Church of the Nazarene, a 
Widjiitiwin partner in Toronto.

Family is family.
The phrase kept coming to mind as I 

listened to Kevin Motiram speak about his 
work in the Jane/Finch community and his 
passion for youth ministry. As the parent 
of an adopted child, I know firsthand the 
joys and sorrows of walking alongside 
those who aren’t traditionally considered 
“family” but matter just as much. It isn’t 
important, really, how someone ends up a 
part of your family – they could be blood, 
married-in, adoptive, chosen – but it does 
matter they are there and you care. 
Through thick and thin, family is family.

Kevin’s work, and the work of Emma-
nuel Church of the Nazarene, was born 
out of tragedy. In July 2007, an innocent 
11-year-old boy named Ephraim Brown 
was caught in the crossfire of gang vio-
lence and killed at his cousin’s birthday 
party. At the time, Kevin was 21 years old, 
in his third year of his degree in account-
ing, attending church across the street 
from Ephraim’s housing complex and 
wondering what life was going to be like. 
He felt God nudging him in the direction 
of ministry service, even attending a 
conference called “Cross the Street” 
(hosted by the Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association of Canada) earlier that year. 
He started to wonder how he could get 
involved in his church’s community.

Ephraim’s death made it all clear. He 
died on a Saturday night, quite literally 
across the road from Kevin’s church. On 
Sunday morning, the church ended their 
service by crossing the street and joining 

hands to pray for the housing complex.
Emmanuel’s outreach ministry grew 

quickly from there. They trained in youth 
ministry and ran a basketball camp in 
2008, as well as started a Friday night 
youth group called “Awaken.” They began 
painting homes for their community 
members (over 1,000 homes have been 
painted since). Kevin personally walked 
the neighbourhood on Saturday after-
noons, a program he called “Adopt A 
Block.” He would simply knock on some-
one’s door and ask how he could help. At 
first, Kevin experienced cold shoulders and 
slammed doors, but slowly he won over 
the hearts of folks within his community. 
Despite the opposition, he persisted, and 
those who initially wouldn’t give him the 
time of day became his allies.

The church was changing too. The 
congregation started to reflect the geo-
graphic community in which they were 
located, and members started helping 
more with the programs. Ephraim’s Place, 
a non-profit organization, was founded to 
continue working with community mem-
bers. In 2016, a former Stepping Stones 
student from MBC was volunteering at 
Ephraim’s Place and mentioned Emma-
nuel Church of the Nazarene might be a 
good fit for one of the partner weeks at 
Camp Widjiitiwin. After some discussion, 
prayer and the support of a very generous 
donor, Emmanuel was able to send 30 
students to Widjiitiwin and watch campers 
make amazing memories.

Through all the ups and downs of 
ministry, Kevin consistently comes back 

to how that week of camp at Widjiitiwin 
several years ago was a waypoint for many 
of his youth. Even a few weeks ago (after 
two years without camp), kids were still 
laughing at memories formed during 
morning wake-up or camp games. The 
power of camp is evident in all sorts of 
lives, and it’s a huge joy for Kevin and his 
team to continue partnering with MBC as 
we relaunch Widjiitiwin next year. It 
provides an experience that is 180 degrees 
apart from their day-to-day life at home: 
a wooded site on a scenic river, safe and 
stable and led by a staff team who long to 
demonstrate the love of Christ at such a 
crucial time in their lives.

A lesson Kevin has learned in his minis-
try is that community work requires 
consistency and relationships. Our dream 
for the new Widjiitiwin program is to 
create partnerships which provide exactly 
that: a consistent home for campers to 
return to year after year, as a place that 
allows leaders to foster meaningful rela-
tionships with their kids. Whether  
Emmanuel Church of the Nazarene, or 
one of the other four incredible partner 
groups, we know that making this space 
for kids will help transform lives for God’s 
glory. We can’t wait to see how Widjiitiwin 
grows in the next few years!  
– LUKE LAROCQUE

If you’re interested in supporting the Widjiitiwin 
program, please contact MBC at 705-789-0123. If 
you have a heart for Kevin’s ministry in the Jane/
Finch area, we encourage you to consider becoming a 
partner in his work. Contact the Emmanuel church 
office at 416-743-5895.

Introducing  
Kevin Motiram

NEW FACES

(l–r) MBC’s Luke LaRocque with Emmanuel’s Kevin Motiram.
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It will be the people with
THE GREATEST LOVE,
NOT THE MOST INFORMATION, 
who will influence us
 TO CHANGE.

Bob Goff
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I t has been said that all we 
have to do to see the needs 
of those around us is to be 
willing to open our eyes, 

hearts and daily calendars. 
When we do that, we become 
part of a Christ-centred life that 
loves and serves others, and 
welcomes strangers. 

Many of us hold the miscon-
ception that only those who are 
serving in full-time ministry are 
the ones who are “called.” 
However, we are actually all 
“called by God” to serve. As 
Jesus said, “even the Son of 
Man came not to be served but 
to serve” (Matthew 20:28). His 
ministry was an example of a 
life dedicated to serving others. 
He said, “I have given you an 
example, that you should do just 
as I have done to you” (John 

13:15). He fed the hungry, He 
washed dirty feet, He healed 
the sick, and as a result, those 
He served were introduced to 
God’s goodness and love. This 
is exactly what serving others is 
all about: letting others see and 
experience God’s love through 
our actions. Each of us can 
make a difference in the lives of 
others. For Emily and I, God 
provided a whole new and 
completely different opportuni-
ty for us to serve in downtown 
Guelph. 

2005 saw the beginning of 
Nightlight, a new drop-in centre 
in the downtown. With fear and 
trembling, and feeling totally 
out of our comfort zone, we 
stepped out in faith to volunteer. 
Remembering how it feels to be 
loved, we wanted to share 

Christ’s love with our new 
friends. When we began to 
volunteer, fears and doubts 
quickly disappeared, our hearts 
were changed, and we fell in 
love with our downtown 
friends. Just like 1 John 3:18 
encourages us to “stop just 
saying we love each other” and 
to “really show it by our 
actions” (nlt), we found our-
selves sharing their struggles and 
tears as we listened, put our 
arms around them, encouraged 
them and met some of their 
financial and social needs.

Nightlight may have started 
as a storefront drop-in with 
coffee, sweets, playing games 
and building relationships, but 
God quickly grew it far beyond 
our expectations. New activities 
such as picnics on St. George’s 

Serving 
from our 
table
By Doug & Emily Morrison

Serving 
others is 
about let-
ting others 
see and 
experience 
God’s love 
through our 
actions.

God continues to find creative and unexpected ways to open Doug & Emily Morrison’s hearts 
to ways for them to serve those who are hurting or forgotten.
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Square, sundaes on Sunday, 
carol sings and Christmas and 
Easter celebrations with skits in 
which our downtown friends 
participated had all become a 
part of God’s work as we shared 
the gospel in downtown Guelph!

With time, our personal 
relationships grew deeper, and 
Christ’s words began to speak to 
us: “When you give a feast, 
invite the poor, the crippled, the 
lame, the blind, and you will be 
blessed because they cannot 
repay you” (Luke 14:13–14). 
The words from Isaiah 58:7 
reinforced that a call to action 
was necessary, as it says, “I 
want you to share your food 
with the hungry and bring into 
your own homes those who are 
helpless, poor, and destitute” 
(tlb). We felt compelled to act! 

We began to ask ourselves, 
who is on our “guest list”? Do 
we only invite those with whom 
we are comfortable? Those who 
look, think and act as we do? 
Who sits around our table? 

The Holy Spirit worked 
within us and with the blessing 
of the director of Nightlight, 
Day at the Farm was born and 
became an annual event that 
continues even today. Buses 
were rented and guests were 
driven from downtown Guelph 
to spend the day with us on our 
farm east of Fergus. Our day 
was full as we played games, 
cooked hotdogs over a campfire, 
ate corn on the cob, and most 
importantly spent time together 
singing and chatting. The abso-
lute highlight of the day for our 
guests was lawn bowling: many 
basic items (food and non-food) 
were lined up as targets, a soft-
ball was rolled, and whatever 
item was hit was taken home by 
our guests. The competition was 
stiff and the cheering was loud! 
This simple game met many 

BIBLE PASSAGE

LUKE 14:13–14

“But when you 
give a feast, invite 
the poor, the 
crippled, the lame, 
the blind, and you 
will be blessed, 
because they 
cannot repay you. 
For you will be 
repaid at the 
resurrection of the 
just.”

Doug Morrison is MBC’s 
Program Director: Adult 
Ministries.

essential needs in a creative and 
non-threatening way. We praise 
God for opening our hearts and 
minds to put our friends’ needs 
ahead of our own. 

When we moved to Hunts-
ville, God provided the opportu-
nity for us to join The Table 
Soup Kitchen Foundation by 
working in the Food Bank and 
sharing weekly meals at The 
Table. Time at The Table 
allowed us to develop deeper 
relationships with our friends as 
they talked openly about their 
life situations. Still today, when 
we drive into town, it is expect-
ed that we honk the horn when 
we see our friends and then meet 
them at their favourite sitting 
spots to share coffee. For many 
years, MBC has had the privi-
lege of hosting the downtown 
Men’s coffee group each fall. 
The men enjoy walking around 
the grounds, playing mini-golf 
and sharing lunch. On numer-
ous occasions, the men take a 
boat ride up the river before 
returning home.

God brought creative and 
unexpected ways for Emily and 
I to serve Him. We encourage 
each of you to keep your table 
set, with your eyes, hearts and 
schedules open to serve those 
who are hurting, distressed and 
forgotten. May we all be “ready 
for every good work” (Titus 
3:1). We are all at our best 
when we are serving others 
through the power and love of 
Jesus Christ. 

Blessings as each of you serve 
the community in which God 
has placed you!

This simple 
game met 
many 
essential 
needs in a 
creative 
and non- 
threaten-
ing way. 
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Ordinary people, 
extraordinary impact
By Darryl Dash

When I was a kid, 
schools allowed 
students to form 
sports teams using 

a method designed to humiliate 
almost every student. The teach-
er would appoint two captains 
and the captains would survey 
the rest of us and begin to select 
people to join their teams.

First, they’d pick the star 
athletes. Then they’d pick the 
average athletes. Then they’d 
start to get worried and look at 
the rest of us with concern. I 
was usually picked at this stage 
because I was tall for my age 
and could at least block the 
other team, if nothing else. Few 
of us felt good after the experi-
ence. I often felt like the only 
reason the captains picked us 
was because they were required 
to keep picking until everyone 
had joined a team.

REGISTER TODAY

See www.muskokabible.com/retreats/
mens-breakaway for more Men’s 
Breakaway details. 

MEN’S BREAKAWAY  |   
ORDINARY PERSON,  
EXTRAORDINARY IMPACT

October 21–23, 2022 | Teacher: Darryl Dash 
Music: 5 Man Breakaway Band

We tend to think that God uses extraordinary 
people to accomplish His purposes. In Scripture, 
we discover that God most often chooses to use 
ordinary people – the ones we’d be tempted to 
overlook – so that He gets all the glory.  

Come be encouraged as we consider what God 
can do through our ordinary lives to bring Him 
glory and to make an eternal difference in the 
lives of others.

God seems to work in exactly 
the opposite way.

Paul wrote to the church in 
Corinth:

For consider your calling, 
brothers: not many of you 
were wise according to 
worldly standards, not 
many were powerful, not 
many were of noble birth. 
But God chose what is 
foolish in the world to 
shame the wise; God 
chose what is weak in the 
world to shame the 
strong; God chose what is 
low and despised in the 
world, even things that 
are not, to bring to noth-
ing things that are, so that 
no human being might 
boast in the presence of 
God (1 Corinthians 
1:26–29).

Paul puts words to a pattern 
we see in Scripture from begin-
ning to end. God likes to do 
extraordinary things through 
ordinary people. In Genesis, 
God often bypassed the firstborn 
– the one everyone thought was 
important – and used the young-
er son. When God chose Israel 
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“I recently successfully candidated for a Lead Pastor role where Steve was conducting “I recently successfully candidated for a Lead Pastor role where Steve was conducting 
the search process. The process was never hurried and was a pleasure, due in large the search process. The process was never hurried and was a pleasure, due in large 
part to Steve’s leadership. Open, honest, personable, and readily accessible, it was part to Steve’s leadership. Open, honest, personable, and readily accessible, it was 
clear that Steve was looking out for the best interests of the church and my own. I clear that Steve was looking out for the best interests of the church and my own. I 
highly recommend them!”highly recommend them!”

PATRICK TIMNEY – Incoming Lead Pastor
Calvary Baptist Church, Guelph, ON

Incredibly helpful! Steve’s process provided us with tracks to run on. Every meeting Incredibly helpful! Steve’s process provided us with tracks to run on. Every meeting 
had purpose and moved us further down the field. This role of middle man that he had purpose and moved us further down the field. This role of middle man that he 
played was invaluable! We greatly sensed God’s leading through Steve’s direction. I played was invaluable! We greatly sensed God’s leading through Steve’s direction. I 
highly recommend Steve’s services to local churches concerning their staffing needs!highly recommend Steve’s services to local churches concerning their staffing needs!

RICHARD FLEMMING – Chair of Pastoral Search Committee
Calvary Baptist Church, Guelph, ON

Steve AdamsSteve Adams

Your Pastoral Search Partner

519.635.6777  •  steve@adamsandco.org  •  www.adamsandco.org

Darryl Dash is the author 
of 8 Habits for Growth: A 
Simple Guide to Becoming 
More Like Christ (Moody, 
2021). He serves as pastor 
of Liberty Grace Church in 
Toronto and is also the 

co-founder of Gospel for Life. He has a Doctor 
of Ministry degree from Gordon-Conwell 
Theological Seminary and has over 30 years 
of ministry experience. Darryl is married to 
Charlene and has two adult children and one 
grandchild. You can find Darryl online at 
DashHouse.com.

as His people, He made it clear 
it wasn’t because they were 
impressive (Deuteronomy 7:6–
8). He preferred to use a small 
force of 300 to a formidable 
force of 22,000 (Judges 7:1–8). 
He chose the least likely of 
Jesse’s sons to be the greatest 
king of Israel before Jesus 
(1 Samuel 16:7). God the Son 
came to live in an ordinary place 
(John 1:46) and chose a bunch 
of nobodies to follow Him. God 
loves to work through the 
ordinary.

When God selects people He 
wants to use, it seems He picks 
those everyone else overlooks 
– and then does unbelievable 
things through them.

The churches who have 
influenced me the most are, at 
best, ordinary. I grew up in a 
church that never grew large. 

The pastor served faithfully for 
years and was appreciated by 
many, but was never recognized 
for his service. That ordinary 
church changed my life.

My friend Bill pulled me aside 
when I was a teenager and asked 
if he could meet with me. We 
studied the Bible and talked a 
lot. Bill was pretty ordinary, and 
we only did ordinary things 
together, but Bill’s mentorship 
shaped the direction of my life.

The famous people get the 
attention, but I’m not sure that 
they’re the people that God uses 
most powerfully. It’s the ordi-
nary people with ordinary gifts, 
the ordinary churches with 
ordinary services, the ordinary 
means of grace – prayer, Bible 
reading, preaching, fellowship, 
communion – that God uses to 
grow us.

It seems 
God picks 
those 
everyone 
else over-
looks – and 
then does 
unbelieva-
ble things 
through 
them.

Are you feeling ordinary? If 
so, you’re exactly the kind of 
person God seems to prefer. We 
tend to think that God uses 
extraordinary people to accom-
plish His purposes. In Scripture, 
we discover God most often 
chooses to use ordinary people 
– the ones we’d be tempted to 
overlook – so that He gets all 
the glory.
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REGISTER TODAY

See www.muskokabible.com/retreats/womens-getaway for more Women’s Getaway details. 

King Bible Church (KBC) makes 
every effort to come to the 
Women’s Getaway retreat at MBC 
each year, bringing anywhere from 
15 to 30 ladies (see above). We 
value the time away to hear from 
God’s word, spend quality (and 
kid-free) time together to laugh, 
cry and play. Some of our favourite 
memories involve canoeing and 
kayaking down the river as a group, 

sitting on the beach reading a good 
book and even playing dodgeball 
and volleyball. 

Thank you MBC, Shelagh and 
her team for providing a well-
planned and organized weekend 
away where we can sit back and 
enjoy the food! Yes, the food is 
always amazing. We appreciate the 
effort everyone makes to welcome 
us.– KRISTY & THE KBC LADIES

RECOMMENDED

RUTH WARING’S  
BOOK SELECTION

Longing for 
Home
By J. Stephen 
Yuille
Shepherd Press 
(2015) 
159 pages 
978-1633420977 

None Like 
Him
By Jen Wilkin
Crossway (2016) 
176 pages 
978-1433549830

Knowing God
(with study guide)
By J.I. Packer
Intervarsity Press 
(1993) 
312 pages 
978-0830816514

The Prayer That 
Turns the World 
Upside Down
By R. Albert 
Mohler Jr.
Thomas Nelson 
(2019) 
224 pages 
978-1400207626 

My Utmost for 
His Highest
By Oswald 
Chambers
Discovery House 
(2017; reprint/
updated) 
416 pages 
978-1627078757

Contact bookstore@muskokabible.com if 
you are interested in purchasing any of 
these books and support MBC’s mission.

WOMEN’S GETAWAY  |  EQUIPPED

October 14–16, 2022 | Teacher: Ruth Waring 
Music: Bronwyn Baker

Equipping women has always been our purpose, and we want to do this 
intentionally under one theme each fall. Our music, breakout sessions/
workshops and teaching will come under a special theme each year. Worship 

on Friday evening allows us to settle our souls and to change our focus from the hurriedness 
of home to one of expectancy. Saturday includes breakout sessions and workshops, activi-
ties, as well as teaching. We wrap up with a worship service on Sunday morning. Titus 2:3–5 
reminds us of how we can learn from others and their life experiences. Biblical content is 
always our main priority.

Weekend getaways for women
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Shelagh Raymer is MBC’s 
Program Director: Family 
Ministries. To the kids, she 
is known as MamaShee.

I have a ridiculously large 
table in my kitchen; I mean, 
really large! Before harvest 
tables were a thing, I pur-

chased a table from a craftsman 
of fine tables. That table has 
twelve leaves and extends up to 
18 feet. Ridiculous, yes, because 
my dining room is only 12 feet 
long. Despite the smaller size of 
the room, that table has been 
extended many times to fit many 
people.

One of my favourite extend-
ed-table times was during the 
years when my three children 
were in high school. We have 
always had an open-door policy 
in our home. My three knew 
they could bring anyone home 
for lunch at any time, and on 
Fridays, I would make them 
lunch. I had heard years before 
in a Raising Kids God’s Way 
session that if you had to mort-
gage your house to feed your 
children’s friends, then do it – at 
least you knew where they were 
and who they were with. So I 
opened that table, inserted as 
many leaves as I could, and let 
them bring home as many 
friends as they wanted. 

Those kids would pile in, 
drop their shoes at the front 
door, say a quick hello, make 
any introductions as new friends 
joined the group, then squeeze 
in around the table. 

As I worked quietly in the 
kitchen, I overheard all those 
conversations and I would 
quietly pray for each one. I 

would laugh to myself as they 
argued over who would say 
grace; they all knew – Christian 
or not – they were not allowed 
to eat before a prayer was said 
over the food. 

Those high school days of my 
three are now past but the 
friendships they curated at that 
table during those formative 
years are what I find to be the 
real blessing of my ridiculously 
large table. Some of these friend-
ships have spilled into their 
church community, some have 
fallen by the wayside and others 
continue to be part of the neigh-
bourhood. I may never know 
what seeds were planted when I 
prayed over those heads as they 
gobbled up the food placed 
before them. I may never know 
where each life ended up but 
during that time in my life as a 

mom, I extended that ridiculously 
large table, swung wide open the 
front door and provided a safe 
place for all those lives to feel 
– even for an hour – the love of 
Jesus through a mom, who 
welcomed and fed them.

Moms, extend your table 
during each stage of your child’s 
life. Extend it for a playdate, a 
craft, a board game, homework, 
a meal or even just a quick visit. 
It will forever become a safe place 
for your children to bring home 
anyone they invite to their table 
and a place for you to share Jesus 
quietly as you serve them.

Leaves in 
the table
By Shelagh Raymer

I provided 
a safe 
place for 
all those 
lives to feel 
– even for 
an hour 
– the love 
of Jesus.
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CHEF’S CORNER

A classic 
favourite
By Kathy (Daisy) Berg

Who doesn’t like cookies and the 
smell of fresh baking? We sure 
enjoy this smell coming out of the 
MBC kitchen every day!

We have had a Bakeshop at 
MBC for as long as anyone can 
remember. My earliest recollection 
of the Bakeshop was during my first 
summer on staff in 1994 (I can’t 
believe it either!). Some may 
remember Willie: he was famous 
for the fresh bread he baked daily 
for the campground and MBC 

Huntsville (Muskoka), ON (Nov 4-6, 2022)

Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON (Mar 3-5, 2023)

Montebello, QC (Mar 31-Apr 2, 2023)

familylifecanada.com/wg

Because great marriages don’t just happen!
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JOIN US FROM AUG 26TH - SEPT 2ND

WRAP UP THE SUMMER WITH FAMILY, FAITH, & FUN

CREATION SUPER
CONFERENCE

REGISTRATION OPENS SEPT 3, 2022
VISIT: CREATION.COM/CONFERENCE

End the summer with a fun, family, faith-filled week at
the beautiful MBC resort. Nine distinguished speakers
from around the world bring the life-giving message
that the Christian worldview predicts the latest scientific
observations. Be prepared to leave encouraged and
with your faith strengthened.

CHOCOLATE CHIP COOKIES
from the MBC Bakeshop
 

1⁄2 cup butter 
1⁄2 cup margarine
1 cup white sugar
1 cup brown sugar
2 eggs 

 
• Cream butter and margarine with sugars. 
• Add the eggs and vanilla. 
• Beat until smooth and fluffy looking. 
• Add dry ingredients with the chocolate chips being added last.
• Scoop large spoonfuls of dough onto baking sheets lined with parchment paper.
• Bake in the oven at 325°F for 10 minutes.

NOTE: To make Double Chocolate Chip cookies, substitute 1⁄4 cup flour with 1⁄4 cup cocoa 
powder per quantity of recipe. For really chocolatey cookies, substitute 1⁄2 cup flour with  
1⁄2 cups cocoa powder per quantity of recipe.

 Yields: 42 cookies

1⁄2 tbsp vanilla
3 cups all-purpose flour
3⁄4 tsp salt
1 tsp baking soda
1 1⁄2 cups chocolate chips

dining room. The Bakeshop at that 
time was located in what staff 
lovingly call “the dungeon” now. My 
children would go down the back 
stairs of the lodge to the Bakeshop, 
and Willie always made sure they 
left with a fresh cookie. 

Cookies are a big hit in the 
campground store, and we sell 
many packages in the summer. 
Sandy, our campground manager, is 
always asking us, “Can we please 
get more cookies?” 

This recipe for Chocolate Chip 
Cookies are a favourite of our staff 
and guests. Enjoy! 
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The wisdom of God can appear 
like utter folly in a social media 
world. When we drink the 
cultural lie that intelligence, 

good-looks and platforms determine 
value, we are not much different than 
the slave masters or Nazis in history 
who claimed certain human lives are 
superior to others. God declared the 
value of every human being the 
moment He created Adam: the first 
one in His image and after His like-
ness. Thus, one of the great responsi-
bilities of the Christian is to think of 
and to treat all people with dignity. 

Dignity is not the same thing as 
mere tolerance, nor is dignity ever 
patronizing. As Paul put it, Christians 
are called to look at those whom the 
world judges to be “dispen-
sable” and “unpresentable” 
and treat them with love. 
We must realize that our 
church family is incomplete 
without them. And that 
requires receiving from 
these fellow members just as 
much as giving to them (see 
2 Corinthians 12, especially 
the end of verse 25).

You know this idea has been 
understood when a Christian learns 
God can rebuke, encourage, humble 
or strengthen them from the lips 
(whether moving or not) of a physi-
cally or cognitively-impaired person, 
or when a church body welcomes the 
arrival of a family with a child on the 
autism spectrum who is prone to 
randomly shouting out odd things in 
the service; even more than that 
family of four with the well-behaved 

little athletes… And yes, I 
did say, “even more than.” 
Again, Paul made it crystal 
clear the church is to func-
tion as that little outpost of 
heaven on earth, where the 
“least of these” are given 
“greater honour.” 

This principle of the 
upside-down kingdom of 
Jesus was on full display at 
Muskoka Bible Centre in 

February 2020. Teaming up with 
Guidelight, a U.S.-based ministry for 
families with childhood disability, 
MBC provided a 4-day retreat for 
families raising children with special 
needs. Staffed by a servant-hearted 
army of volunteers providing child-
care, teaching, activities, counselling 
and love, these families were able to 
experience what it means to be ful-
ly-contributing members of the body. 
The hope in this was not to love just 
some families; it was to reorient a lot 
of hearts to see the wisdom of God. 

Perhaps you have heard of Corrie 
Ten Boom, best known for surviving a 
German concentration camp and 
writing The Hiding Place. What you 
may not know is that Corrie spent 
some of her younger years serving the 
Lord by taking the gospel to neglected, 
disabled folks within her community. 
Much later in life, she wrote of her 
experiences at that time and what the 
Lord had taught her through these 
new friends. 

Kareltje was a little boy twelve 
years old. He had blue eyes and 

Treating all with dignity
By Paul Martin

God often 
chooses to 
display His 
omnipotence 
through those 
we consider 
the weak or 
worthless.
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Visit www.lenovo.com/corpepp2/ca or call 1-888-315-7408 Ext. 2277.

curly hair. He was one of a large, 
poor family, and his father was 
cruel to him because Kareltje 
was [cognitively disabled]. He 
listened as I told the story of the 
disciples giving food to five 
thousand people. As the five 
loaves and two fishes passed 
from Jesus’ hand to theirs, the 
bread and fish became sufficient 
to feed the multitude.

Suddenly Kareltje jumped up, 
and swinging his arms around 
him, cried, “There is enough! 
There is plenty, plenty for every-
one! Just take, take as much as 
you like. There is enough. There 
is plenty!”

I wished every child of God 
rejoiced as Kareltje did about the 
plenty that we have, when taking 
all from Jesus’ hands and passing 
on to others (Corrie Ten Boom, 
Common Sense Not Needed).

Paul Martin is the Senior Pastor of 
Grace Fellowship Church in 
Toronto. After the Lord kindly 
brought disability into their family, 
Paul and Susan began working with 
organizations like Guidelight in 
order to serve families raising 

children with special needs. He has spoken on this 
topic widely and has a heart to see the church grow in 
her love for “the least of these.”

Our almighty God often chooses to 
display His omnipotence through 
those we consider the weak or worth-
less. The mighty warrior, David, 
figured this out. 

O Lord, our Lord,
 how majestic is your name in 

all the earth!
You have set your glory above 

the heavens.
 Out of the mouth of babies 

and infants,
you have established strength 

because of your foes,
 to still the enemy and the 

avenger (Psalm 8:1–2).

The glorious and majestic God uses 
the gurgles and babbles of babies to 
crush violent spiritual foes. Just let 
that thought sink in for a moment. 

Jesus was not just being sentimental 
when He said, “Let the children come 

to me” (Matthew 19:14). He knew 
that He would later teach Paul that 
His “strength is perfected in weak-
ness” because we can learn so much 
through the eyes and hearts of little 
children. Perhaps the best thing that 
could happen to our churches is a 
surging revival among the aged, disa-
bled, marginalized and weak within 
our community. We may find it much 
more appealing to spend our time 
witnessing to others rather than scroll-
ing through social media.
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When I was a stranger
By Rob Cripps

Several years ago, three 
young travellers visited 
my church while on a 
road trip across Canada. 

Our church was small enough 
that they stood out, and they 
were dirty enough that blending 
in simply wasn’t an option. 
Following the service, my wife 
and I were having company over 
so we decided to invite these 
travellers as well. After living 
out of a van for over a month, 
the invitation was well received.

That afternoon, these three 
strangers ate in my home, 
played with my kids and used 
my shower. They shared how 
one of their goals on that trip 
was to visit a church. They 
weren’t sure why they wanted to 
but I had an idea God might be 
doing a work they were una-
ware of. I even remember the 
meal I made for them. While 
getting fancy with some pizza 
dough, I accidentally dropped it, 
only to, at the last minute, catch 

it right before it hit the floor. 
The only problem was that I 
caught it with my bare foot. We 
all spent time debating whether 
dropping it on the floor or 
catching it with my foot was the 
greater mistake. Most agreed the 
foot was worse, but I felt it was 
a clear demonstration of my 
lightning-fast reflexes. Either 
way, we ate it all!

It was a meal I will never 
forget. I was so thrilled God 
would privilege our family with 

Biblical 
hospitality 
… is the 
extension 
of familial 
love to a 
stranger.

20 RESILIENT  |  Fall 2022

YOUNG ADULTS



Rob and his wife, Becky, 
have been married since 
2000. Since then, they 
have been working together 
as a ministry team. Since 
their marriage, Rob has 
been working in full-time 

pastoral ministry and is currently lead pastor 
at Capstone Community Bible Church in 
Toronto. In addition to pastoring, Rob is also a 
sessional professor at Tyndale University. In 
2017, Rob co-founded Pathway Conciliation, 
a ministry committed to working with 
churches, families and organizations in 
conflict. 

the company of these strangers. 
Since that day, I have never seen 
those three travellers again and I 
likely wouldn’t be able to recog-
nize them even if I did. Still, 
there was something that just 
had the feel of the kingdom 
while we ate together, laughed 
together and were able to share 
God’s love, both in word and 
deed, with these young 
vagabonds.

One way we understand 
hospitality today is in its indus-
trial form. Food and drink, 
lodging, recreation, travel and 
events are the five sectors of 
hospitality. Before we travel or 
dine somewhere, we tend to 
look at the reviews and stars to 
make sure we will get the best 
product for our well-earned 
money. Hospitality has now 
developed into a billion-dollar 
industry. 

Another way we think of 
hospitality is how we entertain 
guests in our home. We invite 
friends, family or colleagues; 
spend hours cleaning the house 
and prepping the food, give our 
kids a pep-talk on proper behav-
iour and etiquette – and then 
hope for the best. Success for an 
event like this is based on how 
well our chosen guests enjoyed 
their meal and the company we 
provided them.

Biblical hospitality, however, 
looks very different from either 
of these. In fact, hospitality was 
not something you did on occa-
sion, but an expectation if you 
wanted to be called a “follower 
of Christ.” The Greek word for 
hospitality is philoxenia. It is 
made up of two different words 
where we find the meaning. The 
first word is phileo: a word that 
many would recognize as broth-
erly love. Perhaps better trans-
lated today, we can call it famil-
ial love. The second word is 

xenos: the Greek word for 
stranger. When we put the two 
words together, we end up with 
the extension of familial love to 
a stranger. This kind of hospital-
ity was so important to Jesus 
that when he warned of the 
coming judgement, the rejection 
of philoxenia resulted in a 
casting out of the kingdom, 
while to practice philoxenia was 
as if it was done for and to Jesus 
himself.

“Then the King will say to 
those on his right, ‘Come, 
you who are blessed by my 
Father; take your inher-
itance…. For I was hungry 
and you gave me some-
thing to eat, I was thirsty 
and you gave me some-
thing to drink, I was a 
stranger and you invited 
me in” (Matthew 25:34-
36 niv).

As the church, we need to 
deepen our understanding of 
hospitality. We need to open our 
homes to those in need of wel-
come. When we practice this 
kind of hospitality, it is as if we 
are dining with Jesus himself. 
What makes hospitality so 
amazing as familial love for a 
stranger is that once we have 
practiced it, there’s one less 
stranger in our lives.

REGISTER TODAY

See www.muskokabible.com/retreats/
young-adults-retreat for more Young 
Adults Retreat details. 

YOUNG ADULTS RETREAT  |   
FOR AGES 20–30 YRS

November 4–6, 2022 | 
Teachers: Rob & Becky Cripps 
Music: Heritage ONE80 band

Join us and other 20–30 year olds at Muskoka 
Bible Centre this fall as we enjoy a weekend 
together to meet, learn, have fun and grow! We 
will learn from Rob and Becky Cripps, worship 
alongside Heritage’s ONE80 band, eat amazing 
food, hang out around the campfire and take on 
some new and exciting adventures. Don’t miss it!

MBC PODCASTS

Transforming Culture
The world is 
rapidly chang-
ing. Every 
time we blink, 
it seems 
there’s a new 
cultural rule 

that we all have to follow. It can feel 
like waves crashing on us: we want 
to love others well, but also lead 
them to Jesus truthfully.

Join us for a 9 part series where 
we look at some hot cultural topics 
and how we can engage with care 
and Christ-centred truth. Our 
speakers shared their thoughts 
from the Chapel stage at Muskoka 
Bible Centre and we’re now bring-
ing them to you as the first MBC 
podcast! Releasing on Mondays in 
October and November 2022.

Find it at muskokabible.com/podcasts.

COMING 
SOON
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Judah Spry is the maintenance 
manager at Muskoka Bible 
Centre. He and the rest of 
the maintenance team look 
after 115,000 square feet of 
buildings that sit on 225 
acres of property. We con-
sider our facility to be a tool 
for ministry, and so keeping 
everything in top shape is an 
important – and sometimes 
daunting – task! 

Judah is an example of 
how ministry at MBC can 
take many forms. He started 
at MBC as a summer student 
11 years ago, and he now has 
an influential ministry to the 
current generation of stu-
dent staff. He understands 
life in the dorm and he can 
relate in a meaningful way to 
the issues our students face. 
Working shoulder-to-shoul-
der with student staff pro-
vides opportunities to build 
relationships and engage in 
meaningful discussions. 

Many theological issues are 
discussed, and many of life’s 
deep questions are explored 
during late night garbage 
collection runs or while 
digging holes in the ground! 

For many of our student 
staff, MBC is where their 
faith makes the transition 
from being their parents’ 
faith to their own. We find 
having an “extra adult,” in 
addition to their parents, 
speak into their lives at this 
critical juncture can be 
incredibly helpful in their 
faith journey. 

Bible teaching is also part 
of Judah’s ministry. A Bible 
college graduate, Judah 
teaches at a number of staff 
chapel sessions over the 
spring and summer seasons 
and our students enjoy 
seeing their maintenance 
manager in a different light. 

One of Judah’s favourite 
memories at MBC is when 
one of the students from the 
maintenance team asked if 
he would baptize him. Being 
able to baptize that student 
in the Muskoka River was a 
reminder of how disci-
ple-making can happen in 
our day-to-day work. Judah 
teaches us how we can make 
the most of all the opportu-
nities before us at MBC 
(Ephesians 5:15–16).  

MEET THE TEAM

Judah Spry

“It’s been a great privilege and opportunity to have the 
job I have here at MBC. I get to do the hands-on and 
physical work I enjoy in maintenance, but also the 
ministry side of things. I enjoy getting to walk alongside 
other people in their faith journey and I enjoy being 
challenged myself.” – JUDAH

My name is Grace, but 
most people at camp call 
me Maple. This is my sixth 
summer working at Muskoka Bible Centre; five of those 
spent in the kids ministry department.

MBC has always been a big part of my life. For as long as 
I can remember (and even before that), my family has been 
spending summers at MBC – first in the campground and 
then at our family cottage on the river. I grew up swimming 
in the lake, playing on the Ark Park (RIP) and attending 
kids and youth programs. So when I turned 15, I was 
excited to finally be able to work at the place that felt like a 
home away from home. That first summer in 2017 was the 
year I received my camp name, Maple! 

There is something so special about the years I’ve spent 
working in the kids ministry at MBC. I love the connections 
I get to make with the kids and their families who come 
through our program. It is so amazing to be able to see the 
kids grow up through the different age groups. I constantly 
feel blessed to be a part of God’s ministry to families. 

I have learned valuable teamwork skills while working at 
MBC. It takes a strong, interconnected team to be able to 
run a fun, engaging and safe program, and I have had some 
amazing examples of leadership from older staff over the 
years. Working with kids has also prepared me to problem 
solve more effectively. I can say with confidence that there 
has never been an uneventful day in kids ministry!

When I started as a 15 year old, I was timid and shy but 
through the years – and while being mentored by Shelagh 
Raymer, the big boss of Kids Min – I have been pushed to 
grow as a leader. This year at MBC, I was honoured to be 
the assistant director of Kids Ministry.

Each year, I have come to love our tight-knit community 
of student staff in the Stepping Stones program. I have met 
some of my deepest and closest friends through spending 
summers at MBC. These friendships have encouraged me 
through all the ups and downs of life, and I hope to be 
connected to them for the rest of my life. It is a tremendous 
blessing to be a part of a community that seeks to glorify 
God through our service.

STEPPING STONES

Grace 
Reynolds

Stepping Stones provides life-changing experiences for youth through practical 
service work, intentional training, leadership development and an encouraging 
community of believers. Interested in applying to Stepping Stones or MBC’s 
internship program? See www.muskokabible.com for more details.
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When I say the 
word team-
work, you will 
probably either 

cheer or groan. It’s a fairly 
controversial topic for most 
people. I always dreaded 
group work in school: it 
feels like I would constantly 
get put in groups with 
people that I don’t typically 
get along or work well with. 
There are usually clashing 
personalities and strong 
opinions on how the work 
should be done. To top it 
off, some people would 
slack off, while others 
would take over and do it 
all themselves. It can seem 
as if working with others is 
more of a frustrating incon-
venience rather than a 
positive opportunity to help 
each other grow. Wouldn’t 
it be less of a hassle to just 
do all the work ourselves so 
that we wouldn’t have 
anyone to disagree with?

As much as we struggle 
to work with other people, 
did you know the Bible says 
that teamwork is actually 
important? God made us 
for community and rela-
tionship: to help, support 
and encourage each other 
(Genesis 2:18). Collaborat-
ing with others makes us 
stronger (Ecclesiastes 4:9). 
Our disagreements may 
come from diverse perspec-
tives and these can teach us 
empathy and new ways of 

Abby is an interna-
tionally published 
writer who loves 
encouraging young 
people to find their 
place in God’s story. 
Abby has been 

visiting MBC all her life but worked 
there for the first time in 2022. She is 
currently studying digital media and 
production at Redeemer University. 
Connect on Instagram @abbyciona.

Strength in differences
Working together through disagreement. By Abby Ciona

looking at the world, ena-
bling us to learn from each 
other and grow together.

It’s impossible to avoid 
disagreements in our world. 
We’re divided on social 
issues, and social media can 
easily be used as a battle-
ground for warring factions. 
But when we face disagree-
ments, we have a choice on 
how to react. We could 
choose the negative way: to 
try to destroy the opposition 
or close ourselves off com-
pletely from it. Or we could 
choose a much more effec-
tive way: to respectfully 
resolve the issue and be 
open to learning from our 
differences.

In all disagreements, 
whether big or small, it is 
important to remember the 
wisdom laid out in Ephe-
sians 4:1–5 and Titus 3:1–9: 
to seek peace and unity and 
to be humble, patient, 
considerate and loving. 
Remember, we are all made 
by God in His image with a 
purpose. Even when we 
may seem to be polar oppo-
sites, we actually have more 
in common than we realize! 
We are all messed up by sin, 
but God has offered us His 
forgiveness and grace. 
Therefore, we should 
respect others and, even 
when we don’t agree with 
them, reflect God’s grace 
and love (Ephesians 2:10). 

Our differences are 

MUSIC 
RECOMMENDATION

“Love Is Everything 
We Need” by 
Unspoken
In Feb. 2022, the American 
Christian band Unspoken 
released their song, “Love Is 
Everything We Need.” It’s 
all about how Christians are 
called to share Jesus’ love 
first and foremost, not to 
judge and criticize. The 
lyrics ask: But how we gonna 
love our enemies when we 
can’t even love our friends? // 
We build walls, but we’re 
called to build bridges instead.

 In Matthew 22:37–40, 
Jesus summarizes all God’s 
laws into two simple princi-
ples: to love God and love 
our neighbours as our-
selves. In John 13:34–35, 
Jesus says the world will 
know we are His followers 
by the way we love one 
another. Unspoken’s song is 
a lighthearted yet powerful 
challenge to imagine what 
the world would be like if 
we showed Jesus’ love to 
everyone, even those with 
whom we disagree.– AC

unique strengths and gifts 
that can help us work 
together to accomplish even 
greater things than if we 
were alone. If we were all 
the same and agreed on 
everything, how would we 
grow and learn? We all are 
different, but we all have 
important roles to play in a 
team (for more on that, read 
1 Corinthians 12:4–31 and 
Romans 12:3–8). 

Especially with other 
Christians, we should be the 
best example of teamwork 
in the world. Wouldn’t it be 
great if, instead of being 
divided by our opinions and 

differences, we stood togeth-
er as a family of faith shar-
ing Jesus’ hope? Could you 
imagine what social media, 
school and workplaces 
would be like if Christians 
worked together to show 
Jesus’ love instead of only 
criticizing the faults of 
others? We may all be 
different, from different 
backgrounds and with 
different life experiences, yet 
we are all united in Jesus 
and the gospel, working 
toward one goal of follow-
ing our Saviour and glorify-
ing Him in all that we do 
(1 Corinthians 3:6–9).

Our differences can 
help us work together 
to accomplish even 
greater things.
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MEMORY VERSE 

“The King will 
reply, ‘Truly I tell 
you, whatever 
you did for one of 

the least of these 
brothers and 
sisters of mine, 
you did for me.’”
Matthew 25:40, NIV

24 RESILIENT  |  Fall 202224 RESILIENT  |  Fall 2022

KIDS



I t was a beautiful crisp fall morn-
ing at Muskoka Bible Centre, and 
Aiden was excited. It was his little 
sister’s birthday, and Aiden had 

planned the perfect birthday full of 
adventures around MBC for the two 
of them!

“Why are we up so early on my 
birthday?” Jayla yawned after they 
finished breakfast in their camping 
trailer. “The sun is barely up!”

“It’s for your birthday surprise,” 
Aiden explained. “I planned a ton of 
fun things for us to do together 
today, so we have to get started.” 

“That sounds fun!” Jayla smiled. 
“First,” Aiden announced, “We’re 

going fishing!”
Dad waved as the two of them 

walked out of the trailer park. “Have 
fun, you two! Stay safe!”

Jayla and Aiden hiked down a 
steep hill until they finally reached 
the waterfront where the lake met 
the river.

A blanket of fog hovered over the 
water, and birds began to sing as the 
golden sun rose in the sky. Aiden and 
Jayla cast their fishing rods into the 
river, and the lines splashed in with a 
plop! A pair of ducks swam by, 
quacking at Aiden and Jayla. 

But after an hour of watching and 
waiting, they had not caught even 
ONE fish.

“Do you think we should try 
something else?” Jayla asked. “My 
arms are getting tired from holding 
the fishing rod.”

Aiden sighed. His perfect birthday 

adventure plan was not off to a very 
good start. 

“Ok,” he agreed. “We’ll try some-
thing else. Next on my list is 
canoeing!”

The two of them rented a bright 
red canoe from the marina, clipped 
on their life jackets, and paddled 
onto the quiet lake. But after just a 
few minutes on the water, the waves 
grew choppy, dark clouds loomed 
overhead, and thunder rumbled in 
the distance. 

A marina staff member waved at 
the siblings to come back to the boat 
launch. “Sorry, kids,” she apolo-
gized. “A storm is coming. It’s not 
safe to be out on the water.”

“Don’t worry,” Jayla smiled, 
taking off her life jacket. “It was fun 
for a few minutes!”

Aiden shook his head. “No, this 
was not part of the plan.” All the 
other activities he had planned were 
outdoors. The rain would ruin 
everything!

Desperate to save the birthday, 
Aiden thought of an idea. “Oh, I 
know! Maybe we can buy a new 
game at the Bookstore to play this 
evening during the rain!” 

“Sure!” Jayla agreed.
But when they reached the Book-

store, it had a giant “CLOSED” sign 
on its door.

“Oh no,” Aiden groaned. “I forgot 
it’s closed today!”

“That’s alright,” Jayla said. “Dad 
packed some card games to play 
together.” 

“No. I’m not giving up yet,” Aiden 
insisted. Frustrated, he ran back up 
the steep hill to the campground 
store, the Nibble Nook, before any 
more bad things could happen.

“Where are you going?”Jayla 
yelled, struggling to keep up.

Aiden reached the Nibble Nook, 
burst through the door, and asked 
the cashier, “Do you have any cinna-
mon buns left?”

“Sorry,” the cashier replied. “We 
just sold the last ones a few minutes 
ago.”

“That’s okay,” Aiden replied, even 
though it was NOT okay. The last 
surprise he planned for Jayla was 
buying her cinnamon buns – her 
favourite treat. Would anything go 
right today?

“You’re fast!” Jayla exclaimed as 
she followed him into the Nibble 
Nook. “Is everything alright?”

Aiden didn’t know what else to 
do. “Here.” Aiden said as he placed 
a package of candy in her hands. “It 
wasn’t what I planned, but I wanted 
to get you something for your birth-
day. And then maybe we’ll play on 
the playground for a bit.” He sighed, 

STORY TIME

The birthday 
misadventure
By Abby Ciona
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disappointed in himself. “Surprise,” 
he said quietly as he left the Nibble 
Nook. 

Jayla beamed as she ran after him 
with a big hug. “Thank you!”

“I’m sorry your birthday was 
such a disaster,” Aiden apologized 
and sat down on the bottom of the 
playground slide.

“What do you mean?” Jayla 
asked, confused.

“I had this whole great plan for 
us today and nothing worked out! 
We didn’t catch any fish, our canoe-
ing was cut short, the Bookstore 
was closed, the Nibble Nook was 
out of cinnamon buns AND it’s 
going to rain soon, which means we 
won’t be able to have a campfire 
tonight either! Nothing went right!”

“But it was the best birthday 
ever!” Jayla exclaimed as she did a 
little dance. “I had SO much fun!” 

Aiden looked up at her. “But…
why?”

“Because we got to spend time 
together! You’re always sooo busy 
with schoolwork and sports that I 
don’t get to play with you very 
often. Today is a day that I will 
never forget. And it’s still not over. 
Dad is making us his famous chick-
en curry for supper tonight.”

Aiden hadn’t thought of it that 
way before. “Okay, I guess it wasn’t 
terrible.” He brightened. “And it 
was kind of fun running all around 
MBC with you today,” he added.

“But maybe next time, you 
should check the weather before 
planning a giant outdoor adven-
ture,” Jayla teased.

Suddenly, a bolt of lightning 
crackled across the sky. Jayla 
shrieked, and the clouds opened up 
and began pouring down rain.

“Race you back to the trailer!” 
shouted Aiden. “Maybe we can 
watch a movie tonight.”

“And even if the power goes out, 
we can still have fun together!” 
laughed Jayla.

1. Why is God special to you?

Ely-lu: Because He loves us and He heals our owwies.

Beau: Because He makes the earth.

KID Q&A

Let’s hear from the kids!

Ely-lu 
Age: 4

 

Beau
Age: 5

Jack
Age: 9

Lelayi
Age: 4

3. Tell me about something SO COOL that 
God has done.
 
Jack: He parted the red seas for Moses so he could walk 
through.

Beau: He made people. Like my grandma!

Lelayi: He made the water so I can swim in the lake!

2. Can you tell me about something special that God has done in your life?Ely-lu: He made us and He made the world.Jack: When I’m about to do something that my 
opa has told me not to do tons of times, He 
puts it in my mind that they say not to do it.Lelayi: Sometimes He gives me ideas to give 

surprises for my mom.
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Cut out this page, use your 
imagination to draw yourself in 
the picture doing what you enjoy 
doing around the picnic table, 
and send it to us! 

Mail it to 
MamaShee for a 
chance to WIN a 
free MBC T-shirt 
and have it 

published in the next Resilient 
magazine!

SEND TO:
MamaShee
Muskoka Bible Centre
8 Pioneer Ave. 
Huntsville, ON  P1H 2J3

Or email her at mamashee@ 
muskokabible.com

COLOURING PAGE

Draw yourself into the picture!
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WORDSEARCH

FAVOURITE FALL THINGS
We’ve made a list of some of our favourite things about the fall season! 
Find them hidden in this wordsearch. 

What is your favourite thing about fall?

E A V R H I P K H K S O L G F
O F Q J C B N T Y Q P M J U T
S G R K W A T J P M W V Q F U
X W D Z U D M B L O G N X L R
W A E S S V I P O E H Y B T K
P P M A H F O U F O A A K M E
I P S W T H T A L I T V Y O Y
E L C M P E Z J B M R S E U K
U E H G F N R A M U N E U S I
R S O P U M P K I N X H I V S
A Q O X I G Y U V V Z D O A D
G F L C V J I U B I O L N D S
M L V Y W S C A R E C R O W S
X N P L R P I O F U D V Q R I
Y I D N C H Y N Z C N Q Y W B

scarecrow
pumpkin
boots

campfire
leaves
turkey

sweater
apples
school

pie
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MAZE

Can you find your way to the campfire?
START HERE

AROUND THE FIRE

1. What are your most 
favourite treats at the 
campfire?

2. Who usually gets the fire 
started?

3. What kinds of things do you 
talk about at the fire?
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GO WILD WITH 
YOUR HOT 

CHOCOLATE!

Dip the rim of your 
cup with Nutella 

spread and sprinkle it 
with peanuts,  

coconut or  
sprinkles.

Add maple syrup for 
some extra flavour.

Build a snowman with 
marshmallows and 
pretzel sticks. Lay 

your snowman on top 
of your mug so it 

looks like he’s taking a 
chocolate bath!

Add whipped cream 
or marshmallows on 

top and then sprinkle 
it with crushed up 

Smarties, M&Ms or 
Nerds.

CHEF’S CORNER

Recipe 
for hot 
chocolate
As the temperature 
cools down and the 
leaves change colour 
from green to orange, 
yellow and red, it’s the 
perfect weather for a 
warm drink. Hot 
chocolate is a fun treat 
on a chilly autumn day 
in Muskoka, and it’s 
very easy to make on 
your own! This hot 
chocolate mix is a  
tasty gift to share with 
friends, family and 
neighbours.

HOT CHOCOLATE MIXIngredients
1 ¼ cups sugar or sweetener1 cup unsweetened cocoa powder1 teaspoon table salt⅓ cup powdered milk

Instructions
• Measure all ingredients and pour into a medium-sized bowl.• Using a whisk, mix together all the ingredients until they are completely combined.• Store the hot chocolate mix in an airtight container.

Ready to serve
• Add 2 tablespoons of your hot chocolate mix to every 1 cup of hot milk or water. The more mix you use, the sweeter it will taste.• Stir well with a spoon, so all the chunks have mixed. • Add your desired toppings. • Share with your friends and family!
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MAMASHEE’S MAILBOX

Congrats to Charis Lewis who won a free 
MBC T-shirt for submitting her drawing 
from the Spring 2022 issue of  Resilient 
magazine to MamaShee!

TOP KIDS BOOKS

Wanda’s picks

Everybody Always for Kids
By Bob Goff & Lindsay Viducich  
(6–10 yrs)

Wanda Fitzell is the manager of our MBC Bookstore. If you’re interested in 
any of these books, let us know at bookstore@muskokabible.com, and support 
MBC’s mission by purchasing a book through us!

100 Days to Brave for Kids
By Annie F. Downs  (8–12 yrs)

Otter B Kind (series)
By Pamela Kennedy & Anne 
Kennedy Brady  (3–5 yrs)

Different Like Me
By Xochitl Dixon  (3–7 yrs)

The World Needs Who You 
Were Made to Be
By Joanna Gaines  (4–8 yrs) The Blessing of You

By Mark Batterson & Summer 
Batterson Dailey  (3–7 yrs)

Tell it to MamaShee!
Sometimes we may think we can 
only serve people if we go to help in 
a place that feeds hungry people, if 
we give money to the needy or if 
we’re missionaries in a far-away 
country. Although those are 
excellent ways to serve people and 

show them kindness, we have more opportunities all 
around us to serve others! It could be helping our 
parents tidy the house, reading a book to our younger 
brother or sister, cleaning up the litter in our 
neighbourhood or picking up something someone 
dropped at the grocery store. It could even be as 
simple as smiling and saying hello to people we pass on 
the street. No matter how big or small, we are showing 
others the love and kindness God has first shown us.  

I would love to hear about how you serve people in 
your life! It could be a dear friend, a family member or 
even a stranger! Tell me all about it and send it to me 
at mamashee@muskokabible.com along with your 
name, age and any pictures you might like to share!
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“Let us go off by ourselves to a quiet place and rest awhile” 
(Mark 6:31).

Jesus understood the need that we have to get away. In our 
hectic world of coming and going, we reap tremendous bene-
fits when we take time to withdraw to a quiet place – to drink 
deeply of God’s Word and find encouragement in the fellow-

ship of others while in the beauty of His creation. 
I would like to invite you to bring your group to Muskoka Bible 

Centre. We have been hosting groups for over 90 years and we are 
committed to making your retreat a success. We have a wide range 
of accommodation choices, meeting rooms and meal options that 
can be tailored to meet the needs of adult retreats, family groups and 
youth groups ranging in size up to 250 people.

Muskoka is a beautiful place in every season. In autumn, we have 
one of the best places to admire the leaves changing colour. In the 
winter, try our snow tubing hill or explore the grounds on snow-
shoes. In the spring, you can smell the fresh air and witness new life 
in the forests and gardens. 

Don’t wonder any longer how to bring your group to MBC – give 
me a call or fill out a retreat request on our website (www.muskoka-
bible.com/group-rentals) and I’ll work through all the details with 
you. I would love to talk to you, answer your questions and help you 
get to MBC soon.

INTERESTED IN BOOKING 
A GROUP RENTAL?

Contact Laura Mayer, Group Rentals Coordinator, 
at 705.789.0123 or fill out a retreat request on our 
website at www.muskokabible.com/group-rentals

Group 
rentals
The Peoples Church holds 
their staff and missionary 
retreats at MBC

The Peoples Church is a Toronto 
church striving to grow the body of 
Christ for God’s global mission. They 
value pouring into their teams and 
many missionaries. 

Booking with MBC is always such a 
pleasure. We love having all of our 
staff retreats and missionary retreats 
there, and we continue to book 
every year!

Their team is responsive and 
always gives plenty of options for us 
to choose from, whether accommo-
dation choices or dates that work 
with our schedule. We love all their 
amenities, especially the bonfires in 
the evening. We also love their 
beach volleyball courts and the 
option to rent time at the marina for 
kayaking/canoeing. Our group loves 
being outdoors and enjoying all that 
MBC has to offer. Their staff, their 
food, the rooms and the grounds are 
always so wonderful. It is such a 
blessing to be somewhere so beauti-
ful and so well cared for. It really 
allows us to unplug and experience 
God in His creation.

YEAR-ROUND

An invitation
By Laura Mayer

SPECIAL RATES

  25% 
on accommodation prices  

for midweek bookings  
between September–June

SA
VE
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I hope that as you have read through this magazine, you have 
been encouraged by the exciting opportunities God has given 
us at Muskoka Bible Centre to minister to so many different 
people, especially those who may have notable challenges in 

their lives.
As we move more and more into ministering to vulnerable 

communities and families with exceptional needs, we recognize 
greater financial resources will be 
needed. We give thanks and praise 
to God for the way He has provid-
ed for MBC in the past, and now 
as we look to increase our impact 
for the gospel in new communities, 
we are trusting He will provide for 
all He is directing us to do.

May I ask that you join us in 
prayer for the provision needed to 
expand the ministry of MBC to 
reach more vulnerable and needful 
communities? Would you also 
consider investing financially in 
these initiatives? Our key priority 
is to get our Camp Widjiitiwin site 
ready to receive campers from 5 
inner-city communities in 2023. 
The main project we are working 
on is to fully rebuild the wash-
rooms on both the guys’ and girls’ 

sides of the camp to better accommodate diverse populations 
with safe and accessible facilities. The cost of this project is 
anticipated to be about $200,000. Your gift toward this project 
will be greatly appreciated and will help prepare for a wonder-
ful Widjiitiwin ministry in 2023.

We will also be raising about $25,000 to sponsor families for 
our ‘Family Fusion Unique’ retreat in February 2023. This 
retreat, in partnership with Guidelight, is designed to encourage 
families who have children with exceptional needs. 

The sidebar on this page shows how you can give toward the 
ministry of MBC. Thank you in advance for your support!

“And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as 
you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did 
it to me’” (Matthew 25:40).

John Friesen is CEO of MBC. If you are interested in partnering with MBC, you can 
contact him directly at john.friesen@muskokabible.com.

Our key priority is to get our 
Camp Widjiitiwin site ready to 
receive campers from 5 inner-city 
communities in 2023.

 @muskokabible
 @MuskokaBibleCentre
 MBCHunstville

www.muskokabible.com

CONNECT WITH MBC

Building for future ministry
By John Friesen

BECOME AN MBC PARTNER

Muskoka Bible Foundation exists to 
support the charitable activities of 
MBC.

MBC (including the ministry, 
facility and operations) is now 
working within a zero-debt policy 
and within a conservative financial 
structure. This stability allows us to 
invest any surpluses into expanding 
and growing the ministry and the 
facility in support of the Kingdom 
mission.

As you plan your giving for the 
coming year, consider a donation to 
MBC. With your help we can 
continue to impact lives and hearts 
for Christ!

If you have any questions on how you 
can support our ministry, please feel 
free to call or email CEO John 
Friesen at 705.789.0123 or  
john.friesen@muskokabible.com.

Donations can be made online at:
www.muskokabiblefoundation.com

DOWNLOAD  
THE MBC APP
Search the 

app store at Apple, 
Google Play or 
Amazon or scan  
QR code.

This QR code will 
take you to our 
giving page.
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Summer 2023 Teachers

BOOK NOW FOR SUMMER 2023!

www.muskokabible.com

WEEK 1

July 1–8

Todd 
Morikawa

WEEK 2

July 8–15

Paul 
Carter

WEEK 3

July 15–22

Bernard 
Mukwavi

WEEK 4

July 22–29

Rob 
Chifokoyo

WEEK 5

July 29–Aug 5

Juan  
Sanchez

WEEK 5

July 29–Aug 5

Michael 
Haykin

WEEK 6

Aug 5–12

Paul 
Martin

WEEK 7

Aug 12–19

Sunder 
Krishnan

WEEK 8

Aug 19–26

Lawson 
Murray

WEEK 9

Aug 26–Sept 2

CREATION 
MINISTRIES 
INTERNATIONAL

Super  
Conference  

2023

Bible teaching is the cornerstone of our ministry at MBC. We host a full roster of gifted Bible teachers who will encourage and equip 
you, to the glory of God. We also offer engaging programs for kids and youth. Take advantage of countless fun activities, disconnect and 
relax on our sandy beach on Mary Lake or take a peaceful canoe ride up the Muskoka River. Space fills up quickly, so book early!
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Fall retreats at Muskoka Bible Centre are the perfect way for men and women of faith  
to take a break from it all and have a time of renewal and refreshment.

September 19–23

AUTUMN 
GETAWAY
5 days to challenge men 
and women to continue 
living deeply in relation-
ship with God, blessing 
their own home com-
munities and building a 
strong legacy of faith. 
Experience the over-
whelming beauty and 
quiet splendour of 
autumn at MBC with 
others in the 55+ age 
group.

Teacher: Steve West 
Music: David & Julie 
McFadden

October 14–16

WOMEN’S 
GETAWAY | 
EQUIPPED
Sometimes as women 
we might feel depleted 
and in need of some 
encouragement, even a 
few moments to just 
catch our breath. Our 
“Equipped” weekend is 
designed to help women 
take that time. Return 
home equipped to live 
out your own faith 
vibrantly.

Teacher: Ruth Waring 
Music: Bronwyn Baker

October 21–23

MEN’S 
BREAKAWAY
With time spent out-
doors in the fresh 
Muskoka air, you will 
find a chance to renew 
and restore. It’s also a 
fantastic time to simply 
get away with the guys 
for a weekend! Our 
hope is this will help 
refresh your spirit while 
building new friendships 
and camaraderie as we 
play, pray, worship and 
learn together.
Teacher: Darryl Dash 
Music: 5 Man Breakaway 
Band

October 28–30

MARRIAGE 
GETAWAY
In partnership with 
FamilyLife Canada, this 
is a weekend uniquely 
designed to enrich your 
marriage relationship. It 
is a chance for couples 
to reconnect, re-estab-
lish their foundation 
and rekindle romance. 

Teachers: Neil & Sharol 
Josephson from Family 
Life Canada

November 4–6

YOUNG ADULTS 
RETREAT
Join other 20 to 30 
year olds for a weekend 
in Muskoka. This is a fun 
and relaxing weekend of 
worship and spiritual 
growth. Build new 
friendships, enjoy the 
outdoors and be 
refreshed in the Word 
of God.

Teachers: Rob & Becky 
Cripps 
Music: Heritage ONE80 
Band

Register today!
www.muskokabible.com/retreats

FALL 2022 RETREATS
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